






Llanelli Rural Council 

Annual Governance Statement 

31 March 2018 

Scope of Responsibility 

Llanelli Rural Council is responsible for ensuring that its business is conducted in accordance with the law and proper 
standards, that public money is safeguarded and properly accounted for, and used economically, efficiently and 
effectively. 

In discharging this overall responsibility, the Council is responsible for putting in place proper arrangements for the 
governance of its affairs, facilitating the effective exercise of its functions, and which includes arrangements for the 
management of risk. 

The Council has approved and adopted a code of corporate governance which is consistent with the principles of the 
CIPFA/SOLACE Framework Delivering Good Governance in Local Government. This statement explains how the 
Council has complied with the code and also meets the requirements of regulation 5 (4) of the Accounts and Audit 
(Wales) Regulations 2014  in relation to the publication of a statement on internal control. 

The purpose of the governance framework 

The governance framework comprises the systems and processes, and culture and values, by which the Council is 
directed and controlled and its activities through which it accounts to, engages with and leads the community. It 
enables the Council to monitor the achievement of its strategic objectives and to consider whether those objectives 
have led to the delivery of appropriate, cost effective services. 

The system of internal control is a significant part of that framework and is designed to manage risk to a reasonable 
level. It cannot eliminate all risk of failure to achieve policies, aims and objectives and can therefore only provide 
reasonable and not absolute assurance of effectiveness. 

The system of internal control is based on an ongoing process designed to identify and prioritise the risks to 
achievement of the Council's policies, aims and objectives, to evaluate the likelihood of those risks being realised and 
the impact should they be realised, and to manage them efficiently, effectively and economically. 

The governance framework has been in place at Llanelli Rural Council for the year ended 31 March 2018 and up to the 
date of approval of the annual report and accounts. 

The governance framework 

The key elements of Llanelli Rural Council's systems and processes that comprise the governance arrangements are:-

• The Council identifies its visions as part of its programme setting process and communicates its intentions and
intended outcomes to its citizens and service users via its web site, local news leaflet and press releases.

• The definition and documenting of the roles within the authority are as contained within the Council's
constitution document. The Council's disciplinary and grievance procedures cover the staff element and the
Council Members are covered by the national code of conduct adopted by the Council.

• The Council procedures are updated when required to take account of changes in legislation and the changing
needs of the authority. The Finance & General Purposes Committee acts as the Committee for assuring
adherence with financial matters and is the Committee responsible also in regard to matters of complying with
all laws and regulations.

• The Council has a complaints procedure for the public and whilst no formally whistle blowing procedure is in
place the Council's grievance procedure would permit such matters to be dealt with properly.

• The Council has clear channels of communication with all sectors and welcomes the public to attend its
meetings.

• The Council has agreed as a fundamental policy partnership working with other local authorities and
organisations where benefit can be shown by such partnership working.
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Page 1 of 1 - Auditor General’s report and audit opinion - please contact us in Welsh 
or English / cysylltwch â ni’n Gymraeg neu’n Saesneg. 

 

Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2018 of Llanelli Rural Community Council. My audit has been conducted on 
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor 
General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Unqualified 

On the basis of my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give 
cause for concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in pages 7 to 
23 of the Statements of Accounts: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Other matters and recommendations 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 15/12/2023 
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