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8 December, 2015

LLANELLI RURAL COUNCIL

Minute Nos: 295 — 303

At a COUNCIL Meeting of the Llanelli Rural Council held at the Council Chamber,
Vauxhall Buildings, Vauxhall, Llanelli, on Tuesday, 8 December, 2015, at 6.00 p.m.

Present: Cllr. M. V. Davies (Chairman)
Cllrs.

F. Akhtar M. L. Evans
L. A. Beer R. E. Evans
S. M. Caiach T. J. Jones
D. M. Cundy A. G. Morgan
S. L. Davies J. S. Phillips
T. Devichand C. A. Rees
S. M. Donoghue A. J. Rogers
H. J. Evans W. V. Thomas

295. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Clirs. T. Bowen, L. J. Butler, S. N. Lewis and G.
H. Wooldridge.

296. MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest were made.

297. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED that the following Minutes (copies of which had been previously circulated to
Members) be confirmed and signed as a true record of proceedings:

Council — subject to Minute No. 254, the penultimate sentence of 10 November, 2015
the main body of the text being amended to read ‘Cllr. Davies

enquired about the £10,000 one off capital payment to be received

following the transfer and how this would be earmarked for the

upkeep of the MUGA".

Planning and Liaison Committee 16 November, 2015
Recreation and Welfare Committee 17 November, 2015
Policy and Resources Committee 18 November, 2015
Finance and General Purposes Committee 25 November, 2015

Planning and Liaison Committee 7 December, 2015
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298. MATTERS ARISING

(1) LUNCHEON CLUBS
Further to Minute No. 248(1), and in reply to a question over progress with this matter, the
Deputy Clerk (Administration) informed Members that various organisations and businesses
had been contacted but to date no one had come forward to agree to take the service on.
A press release was issued to the Llanelli Star and placed on the Council’s website and twitter
page. A report would be presented to the Recreation and Welfare Committee meeting to be
held on 15 December, 2015.

Following discussion, it was

RESOLVED that the information be noted.

(2) AUDIT OF THE ANNUAL RETURN
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2015

Further to Minute No. 284, CliIr. S. L. Davies commented that during the discussion of this
item she had asked for a governance review of the Council to be included as an agenda item
for the next Policy and Resources Committee and that this had not been recorded in the
Minutes.

The Clerk sought clarification from ClIr. Davies about her remarks made at the time because
he was not present at the meeting. He confirmed that Cllr. Davies would still need to submit
her request in writing for it to be included as an agenda item.

299. COUNCIL CONSTITUTION - GENERAL REVIEW

Pursuant to Minute No. 251, Members were presented with the Clerk’s covering report and
accompanying documents to facilitate a review of the Council’s constitution including extant
standing orders and financial regulations.

Following discussion, it was

RESOLVED that the Clerk’s report be accepted and that the amended constitution be
adopted.

300. LLANELLI JOINT BURIAL AUTHORITY

Members received the following Minutes of a meeting of the Llanelli Joint Burial Authority
held on 9 September, 2015:

“At the Meeting of the Llanelli Joint Burial Authority held at Vauxhall Buildings, Vauxhall,
Llanelli, on Wednesday, 9 September 2015 at 4:00 pm.
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Present: M. J. P. Burns (Chairman)
Cllrs.
M. V. Davies R. E. Evans
L. J. Stedman
12. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs T. Bowen, P. J. Edmunds and C. J. Reed,
MBE.

13. MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest were made.

14. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RESOLVED that the following minutes (copies of which had been previously circulated) be
confirmed and signed as a true record of proceedings:

Annual Meeting - 10 June 2015

15. MATTER ARISING
ANNUAL RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2015

Further to Minutes No. 9, the Secretary informed Members that the Annual Return for the
year ending 31 March 2015 had been received from Mazars LLP (External Auditors) together
with a copy of the Notice of Conclusion of Audit. The notice was required to be kept of
public display for at least 14 days. The Secretary confirmed he had dated the notice to take
effect from the 10 September 2015.

No qualifying issues were identified; however when the Annual Return was returned, the
external audit certificate and auditor’s report in section 3 had not been completed, stamped
and signed by Mazars. To remedy this they had since forwarded a scan of the original
document which had been duly completed along with a covering letter stating that this was
acceptable and apologising for the oversight.

RESOLVED that the information be noted.

16. INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORTS

RESOLVED that the income and expenditure reports for May, June and July 2015 and the
provisional report for August 2015 be noted.



- 174 -

8 December, 2015

17. SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS

Consideration was given to the schedules of payments for June, July and August 2015, which
revealed expenditure for the months amounted to £58,634.50, £57,811.07 and £16,588.19
respectively.

RESOLVED that the information be noted.

Arising out of discussion of the above and specifically in connection with payments
annotated for work associated with the refurbishment of the chapel and cemetery office; the
Chairman stated it would be desirable to organise a site visit to view the completed work as
soon as the minor issues identified in the snagging list had been resolved.

18. INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2014/2015 — FINAL REPORT

Further to Minute No. 47 (12 November 2014), Members considered the final internal audit
report, compiled by Auditing Solutions Ltd.

The report did not differ from the interim report (to which Minute No. 47 refers) and no
matters needed addressing.

RESOLVED that the report be accepted.

19. MATTERS DETERMINED UNDER THE SCHEME OF
DELEGATED POWERS

The Secretary informed Members that due to the July meeting being cancelled because it was
inquorate the following decisions had been determined under the scheme of delegated
powers:

(1) PHOTOCOPIER LEASE

The contract for the new photocopier lease had been awarded to Konica Minolta, Swansea for
the lease rental of a Konica BIZHUB C284e photocopier in the sum of £776.46 per annum
over a five year period.

(2) INSTALLATION OF BESPOKE MEMORIAL
The Cemetery Manager had been authorised to liaise with the family involved to come up
with a design compromise because the original design did not comply with cemetery

regulations.

The Cemetery Manager informed Members that he had spoken to the family and explained
the different options available but to date they had not come to a firm decision.

RESOLVED that the action determined in items (1) and (2) above be noted and that a further
progress report in respect of item (2) shall be reported to committee in due course.
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20. BURIAL ADMINISTRATION SERVICE - COLLABORATION
OPPORTUNITIES WITH NEIGHBOURING AUTHORITIES

Members considered the Secretary’s report which sought approval for the Cemetery Manager
to conduct preliminary work in the form of audit visits on the burial administration service
provided by Llangennech Community Council and Pembrey and Burry Port Town Council.

RESOLVED that the report be accepted and that the Cemetery Manager be authorised to
conduct the audit visits.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the report findings shall be shared with the two councils once
the matter has been reported to the Burial Authority to consider as part of an impact
assessment on its own service arrangements. Provided there is no negative impact on the
service, views from each council will then be sought as to how to proceed in potentially
developing bespoke service support.

21. PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT, 1960
RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the
following matter be considered in private and that the power of exclusion of the public under
Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960 be exercised.

22. CEMETERY LAND ENCROACHMENT
Further to Minute No. 113 (13 May 2015) Members considered a letter received from
Randell Lloyd & Martin Solicitors dated 23 July 2015 stating that their client would now
move the fence in question and vacate the land. The letter also contained requests regarding
the maintenance of the land. The Cemetery Manger confirmed that the land had not yet been
vacated. After a lengthy discussion it was
RESOLVED that due to the length of time that had elapsed, the Burial Authority’s solicitor
be instructed to continue with court proceedings if immediate action to vacate the land was

not taken.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the issue of maintenance be dealt with as a separate matter.

RESOLVED that the Minutes be noted.

301. MATTERS REPORTED

RESOLVED that the schedule of matters reported be noted.



- 176 -

8 December, 2015

Arising out of discussion of the above, Members referred to the Council’s out of hours
answer phone service. The pre-recorded message did not provide contact details for members
of the public to refer to when reporting emergencies and it was

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council’s telephone answer message be amended giving
out of hours emergency contact details.

302. LETTERS OF APPRECIATION

RESOLVED that the letters of appreciation for the Council’s assistance received from the
following, be noted with pleasure:

1) Bryngwyn School;

(2 Bynea District Forum;

3) Carmarthenshire Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs;
4) Dafen Welfare Bowls Club;

(5) Dafen Welfare Crusaders Bowls Club;

(6) Five Roads Heritage Society;

@) Guide Dogs — Llanelli;

(8) St. Michael and All Angels Church;

9) Trallwm A.F.C;

(10)  Ysgol Gymraeg Brynsierfel.

308. SEASONAL GREETINGS

The Chairman wished Members and Staff a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

The afore-mentioned Minutes were declared to be a true record of the proceedings and signed
by the Chairman presiding thereat and were, on 12 January, 2016, adopted by the Council.



